MINUTES OF THE February 9, 2009

FREELAND WATER & SEWER DISTRICT

COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Meeting Place

5495 South Harbor Avenue

Freeland, WA

In Attendance:

Commissioner – Nolen Knickerbocker


Commissioner – Chuck Maddox


Commissioner - Eric Hansen

Andy Campbell – Certified Operator

Sandy Duncan – Administrative Assistant

CALL TO ORDER: Commissioner Knickerbocker called the Public Hearing meeting to order at 5:50 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: No public in attendance.

REVIEW OF MINUTES:  Upon review.

ACTION:  Commissioner Hansen moved that the minutes of the January 12, 2009 meetings be approved as corrected.    Commissioner Maddox seconded and the motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Harbor Hills letter of response.   Upon discussion it was agreed to approve the draft agreement on items #1 and #2.  However, the Commissioners did not feel items 3, 4, and 5 were necessary because the District must follow State of Washington RCW’s and the Department of Health requirements.  If Al Hendricks approves the deletion of items 3, 4, and 5 and agrees that items 6 and 7 are acceptable, the Commissioners authorized Commissioner Knickerbocker to sign the agreement for the District.  It was also noted that the word annexation in the title should be removed. 
Sandy will research with the County on how to proceed with the annexation, once the consent agreement is signed.

2. Phase II Source & Storage improvement.   Andy reported that construction is proceeding.  The building is erected and awaiting a roof and electrical work.  Andy is hopeful that the project will be complete by the end of February.  

Andy recommended that a pad for well #1 building be installed as part of the well #1 rehab portion of the project.   Andy also recommended that a new meter be installed when we re-hab well #1.  Andy noted that the well #1 pump had been throttled down, which could cause a discrepancy on the well reading and he agreed to re-calculate and notify Gary Hess.

3. Harbor Hills Automating Treatment Plant.  Andy reported that PLC is scheduled for installation February 11, 2009.

4. Harbor Hills well site #3 site clean up.  Complete.

5. Sunnyview Farm closing.  Sandy reported that this closed on January 28, 2009.  Upon discussion it was agreed that Sandy would send a letter to the customers notifying them that we purchased the water system.  The letter should include information on the District water rates and the basic rate for connection outside the District, and that we will need to install water meters in the future.  

Andy also noted that we need to install locks on the pump house.  Andy agreed to prepare a list of recommended annual maintenance of Sunnyview Farm.  Sandy will contact our insurance and notify them to include Sunnyview Farm in our coverage.  Andy was asked to bill separately for Sunnyview Farm.  Sandy will ask Chuck Edwards estimate depreciation and how this will affect costs for District.

6. Water Rights.  See attached memo from Gary Hess.

7. Rate Analysis-Freeland Water & Sewer.  Commissioner Hansen reviewed the budgets for 2008 and determined that income for Freeland covers it expenses, however Harbor Hills income in 2008 was not sufficient to cover those expenses.  This item was tabled for discussion at a workshop on Monday February 23, 2009 at 5:50 p.m.  Sandy was asked to format the Harbor Hills Budget the same as Freeland’s.
Commissioner Hansen suggested that we might want to have a public meeting on the budget/annexation/rates for the Harbor Hills customer to introduce ourselves and explain why the rate may have to be increased. This item was tabled to the February 23 workshop for discussion. [Note: the workshop was subsequently postponed until March 3.]

8. Sikma/Knowlton- pull meters.  Andy reported that the work has not been complete.  Sandy will follow up with a letter to Sikma and Knowlton and put this item in suspense.

9. Nichols Brother Cross Connection.  Andy reported that a reduced pressure back flow valve has been installed and that the check valve at the christmas tree in the yard will be installed this week.  It was also noted to include these valves for annual cross connection inspection.

10. Trillium Project.  See attached memo from Gary Hess.

11. China City.  Sandy reported that she sent a letter to China City requesting payment of the second meter with a time line for completion.
12. Red Flag Rule.  No activity.

13. 2009 Budget. Upon discussion this items was tabled for review at a workshop on Monday March 2, 2009 at 5:50.

14. Evergreen Development number of lots.   Sandy needs to research at the county ownership of the lots in order to prepare billing letters on the lots that have not been billed.

15. ERU rate increase letters of consideration.  Sandy will research how we notified Harbor Hills customers of the District rates, rules, and regulation.  

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Silverfin Developer extension.  Andy determined the plans and specification comply  with District specification and he recommended approval.  Upon discussion, the commissioners agreed that the plans are okay to approve but the developer extension agreement must include a cost recovery mechanism to cover future maintenance and replacement costs for the  generator and pump station.  Sandy will verify that the Developer Extension agreement has been signed.

2. Resolution 09-01 Richardson Annexation.  There was no public comment; the Public hearing portion of the meeting was closed at 7:18 p.m.
ACTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Maddox to approve resolution 09-01 annexing the Richardson property into Freeland Water & Sewer District.  The motion was seconded by Commission Hansen and passed.
3. Pace Analytical water testing.  The letter from Pace was discussed and it was agreed that with the closing of Pace Analytical, Whidbey Water Services will provide the water testing at a cost of $12.00 per coliform bacteria test.
4. Letter of consideration Cook.  Upon discussion the commissioner agreed to remove this lot as a billable ready to serve lot.  It is a non-buildable lot due to the sewer line easement running through the property.
5. Letter of consideration Harold’s Gay 90’s.  Upon discussion the November-December 2008 leak will be taken into consideration regarding the consumption.  This will be reviewed after the January-February 2009 billing.
6. Letter of consideration Maher.  Sandy noted that the leak occurred after the November/December billing and therefore we will review at the next district meeting.
7. Harbor Hills rate as approved by UTC.  Upon investigation,  Sandy reported that, Terry Otey had UTC approval to increase the rates effective July 1 2005 but he never billed the increased rate.  A draft letter to Ms. Straford is attached for review.  Sandy will also review this with Al to see if there is a possibility of collecting the undercharged water customers and research the public hearing notification to see if we specified Harbor Hills rates as part of the notice.
8. Amend District Rules regarding NSF checks, bankruptcies, foreclosures and interest.  Sandy reviewed the highlights from the seminar she attended put on by the Wash. Assoc of Sewer & Water Districts.  She noted that we need to amend our district rules to conform to RCW’s on interest and also specify NSF charge, penalty for late payment etc.  She will draft changes to the rules for review by the commissioners. 
It was also noted that we need to amend the District rules to cover the cost of operations and maintenance of developer-installed pump stations. 

9. Website. Commissioner Hansen recommended that we have a list of recommended plumbers and back flow assembly inspectors.  It was agreed that we would provide a link to the State of Washington website of approved back flow inspectors.  Regarding a list of plumbing contractors, it was agreed that we would provide a list from the phone book with a disclaimer that we do not endorse or recommend these contractors
10. Commissioner Workshop.  Commissioner Knickerbocker received from Stan Walker a notebook from  the Commissioners Workshop put on by the Washington Association of Sewer and Water Districts.  Commissioner Knickerbocker recommends that every commissioner, in his or her course as a commissioner attend the seminar at least once.  Andy Campbell stated that he had an extra copy and would lend it to Commissioner Maddox and Hansen for review.
11. Gary Hess-Davido Consulting Group.  Upon discussion, Sandy was asked to talk to Gary and let him know that his attendance at every meeting is not required and that a memo will do.  The District is on a tight budget and this will help save money.  

12. Winston & Haines water line repair.  Andy reported that a water leak at Winston and Haines could undermine the road if allowed to continue.  This repair is too big a job for him to do and he received a bid from Larry Brown Construction of $3,500-$4,000.  He noted that the leak has been there for 5-6 years as reported by Terry Lehman.  
ACTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Maddox to approve the Winston & Haines water line repair at a cost not to exceed $4,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hansen and passed.

OTHER REPORTS:

1. Maintenance report.  Andy reviewed his report. A copy is attached.

a. Dong project in Harbor Hills.  Andy reported that the project is on hold at this time. 

b. Andy noted that the new water flow  meter has been installed at well #1.  He agreed to review production to verify estimates and re-determine due to pumping calibration being turned down.

c. Andy reported that at the Maple Ridge assisted living facility that the fire sprinkler system meter is inside a locked room.  Sandy was asked to send a letter to them requesting a key for inspection.

2. Administrative report. Copies of Sandy’s reports are attached.

a. 

VOUCHERS:  

Voucher Number 6773 to 6794 in the amount of $34,089.53, were approved.  Sandy was asked to contact Northern Energy regarding the price of propane, which seemed excessive
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was recessed at 7:48 p.m. for a workshop on Monday February 23, 2009 at 5:50 to discuss the budget and Harbor Hills UTC approved rates. [This meeting date was subsequently postponed until March 3.]

Respectively Submitted

Sandra J. Duncan

Approved:

Commissioner:  Nolen A. Knickerbocker
Commissioner: Chuck Maddox

Commissioner:  Eric Hansen
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