MINUTES OF THE April 13, 2009

FREELAND WATER & SEWER DISTRICT

COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Meeting Place

5492 South Harbor Avenue

Freeland, WA

In Attendance:

Commissioner - Nolen Knickerbocker

Commissioner – Chuck Maddox

Commissioner – Eric Hansen

CALL TO ORDER:  Commissioner Knickerbocker called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

REVIEW OF MINUTES:

ACTION:  Commissioner Hansen moved to adopt the minutes of February 9, 2009 and continuation of the February 9th meeting of March 3, 2009 and the March 9, 2009 meeting as corrected by Commissioner Knickerbocker.  Commissioner Maddox seconded the motion and the motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS:

1.  Sewer.  Gary Hess stated that he has no news on grant application to Ecology for sewer funds.  

2.  Holmes Harbor-consent Agreement.  Commissioner Knickerbocker stated that there has been no response from Holmes Harbor Sewer District on the consent agreement.

Rocky noted that the District would lose approximately $30k/year if the annexation takes place because municipal water district cannot charge for ready-to-serve.  Will require bump of $6.50 per water customer per month. 

3.  Phase II Source & Storage.  GeoEngineers proposal wasn’t in mailing so review postponed until next meeting.

4.  Nichols Brothers Cross Connection.  Nichols has not done the cross connection – Andy will call tomorrow and warn if not done in two weeks we will have it done.

5.  Trillium – Stop-saying Trillium, now Dogwood.

6.  2009 Budget.  Commissioner Maddox moved approval of 2009 budget, Commissioner Hansen seconded, approved. Commissioners acknowledged that the budget could be adjusted in time.

7.  Sprinkler system meter-Maple Ridge.  Andy does not have key to sprinkler system yet and will call Maple Ridge again.

8.  Dogwood Development. Discussion delayed until exec session, land acquisition. 

9.  China City 2nd meter.  Andy to meet with owner to explain why one meter must be removed or he will be charged for two.

10. Rate analysis – Maple Ridge  Commissioner Hansen explained that the Jim Carter’s letter argued a different rate structure that would save Maple Ridge customers $600 per year.  Hansen said he felt these customers are already getting water at a very good rate and that the proposed change in rates would amount to pennies per day at a time when the District needs the money.  We should acknowledge their idea and add it to the pool of ideas for revised rate structure.  Commissioner Hansen said Carter is right that bi-monthly billing results in higher bills than monthly billing, and that the regulation probably needs to be updated. 

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Larry Brown Contract change order #4. Commissioner Hansen approved and Commissioner Maddox seconded a motion to approve Change Order #4.

Andy raised the issue of painting the doors at Well 3 because they are now white and we agreed to match their color scheme.  Rather than approving a $1,100 change order, the commissioners asked Andy to paint the doors in June. 

Ecology wants 10 pipe diameters upstream and downstream of water meter.  Will have to place meters outside building to accomplish this.  Larry Brown estimates $8,000 to provide this revision.  

2. Harold Gay 90s letter of consideration.  Commissioners decided that we deny the letter of consideration because Stonebridge information was insufficient to over ride the water meter.  Andy will call and offer to replace meter if they are willing to pay for the labor.

3. Letter of consideration Harshorn.  Hartshorn’s letter of reconsideration approved.

4. Cook letter requesting refund on hook up-Harbor Hills. Cook letter requesting refund on three hookups.  Commissioner Hansen moved, Commissioner Maddox seconded, motion passed with much angst. 

5. Davido Consulting Group Work Order #09FWD02.  Davido proposal tabled because related GeoEngineers proposal tabled till next meeting (arrived just tonight) and because Andy already got a proposal for the pump replacement that negates need for much of Davido’s proposed work. 

Need to address these proposals and Davido proposal for water system plan update – included with March 9 meeting notes.  Add to next month (May) meeting agenda.  

6. Annual Simons Lien renewal.  Commissioner Maddox moved and Commissioner Hansen seconded, motion to approve lien approved.

7. Payment under protest on Harbor Hills.  Acknowledged 

Add to Next week’s agenda: Silver Fin Developer Extension Agreement letter

MAINTENANCE REPORT:

Andy reported on repairs 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  To discuss land acquisition-Sewers.
Executive session to discuss in at 7:36

Out of executive session at 7:44

OTHER REPORTS:

VOUCHERS:

Voucher Number 6820 to 6845 in the amount of $78,327.07 were reviewed and approved.
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m.

Respectively Submitted

Commissioner Eric Hansen

Approved:

Commissioner: Nolen A Knickerbocker
Commissioner: Chuck Maddox

