MINUTES OF THE July 14, 2008

FREELAND WATER & SEWER DISTRICT

COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Meeting Place

5495 South Harbor Avenue

Freeland, WA

In Attendance:

Commissioner – Nolen Knickerbocker


Commissioner – Chuck Maddox


Commissioner - 

Sandy Duncan – Administrative Assistant

Andy Campbell – Certified Water Distribution Manager

Gary Hess - Davido Consulting Group

Chet Ross - Freeland Chamber of Commerce

Carol & Marvin Hanna-Holmes Harbor customers

Mac & Jo McCloskey

CALL TO ORDER: Commissioner Knickerbocker called the meeting to order at 5:45 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.

REVIEW OF MINUTES:  This item was tabled to the next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Annexation Dogwood & Harbor Hills.  Sandy reviewed that the County had received a letter from Holmes Harbor requesting that Island County commissioners suspend consideration of the annexation pending legal review.  We also received a letter from Island County Health and the Island County Commissioners noting deficiencies of the full legal description and therefore denying consideration of the petition.

Sandy reported that she has contacted Thatcher and Morrison to obtain a bid for the full legal description.  She reported that Al Hendricks said that he had contacted the attorney for Holmes Harbor Sewer on the consent agreement, however Al received a negative response from the attorney and will be sending their attorney a legal opinion on how the District can overlay in service areas.

Sandy reviewed that if we wanted to make the November ballot, we would have to have the re-signed petitions with the legal description and map attached to each petition submitted to the County by August 12.  She did not feel this would be possible, considering that we do not have the legal description or signed consent agreement. 

Upon discussion the commissioners agreed that it is up to Holmes Harbor Sewer to take the next step on annexation by providing Freeland Water & Sewer District with a consent agreement.  Therefore no additional work or expense should be put into the process.

2. Phase II Source and Storage improvements.   Gary Hess reported that Tracy Belden is working on the specification and Gary should have the draft ready for the next meeting.

3. Harbor Hills Automating Treatment Plant.  Andy reported that he has been working on the treatment plant improvements, getting the other well on-line and making sure that the control circuits are in before we can finalize the automation specification.

4. Harbor Hills Well site #3-site clean up.  Andy reported that the Schuster Group has been cleaning up the site.  Andy noted that this process would take some time in that they have the immediate debris and then the long term planning. Gary Hess is also working with them, he reviewed his email to Scott Bevan's, a copy of the email is attached.

5. 2008 Budget. 

ACTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Maddox to approve the 2008 budget.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Knickerbocker and passed.

6. Leak consideration verification.  Sandy reported that upon review of our District rules, the leak consideration is a one time only consideration per customer, not per property.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Bob Miller request refund on $2,500 deposit for main tap at Sandy Shores.  Upon discussion, it was agreed to refund the deposit to Mr. Miller.  A voucher was approved and signed.

2. Island County Housing.  Sandy reported that she has been contacted by Island County Housing for a multi-family project on the South side of Highway 525.  She noted that she has not received any documentation on the project but on receipt will forward the information to Gary Hess for preparation of Water Availability Verification.

3. Skagit Farmers Supply.  Sandy reported that Skagit Farmers Supply has contacted her regarding their parcel on Highway 525 next to Nichols. The question on water extension was raised; on receipt of plans, she will forward them on to Gary Hess for review.  She will also research if there is any recovery on this parcel, either from Cameron or from the Woodard Project.  Andy noted that when the Nichols extension occurred the extension did not go across the property,  However when the District did the Cameron Road crossing, the District completed the extension across this property.  The questions as to whether or not to require them to complete the extension across the property that abuts the highway was raised and it was determined that it was not of benefit to the District.  However, when the adjacent property (ambulance site) is developed, they would be required to complete the water line either from Cameron or Woodard.  Andy suggested that we require that Skagit to provide an easement agreement for future extension.  Sandy was also asked to review the extension/recovery agreement on the Senior Thrift project.  The District will also need to verify that a fire hydrant is within 300 feet.

4. Schedule presentation by Washington Assoc. of Sewer & Water.  Upon discussion it was agreed to schedule a presentation for the September meeting if possible.

5. Commissioner's compensation.  Sandy reported that the per diem on commissioner's compensation has increased form $90 to $104 effective July 21, 2008.

6. Sunnyview Farm acquisition.  Upon discussion it was agreed to include the cost to provide access to the well as part of the purchase and sale agreement and to update the closing dates.  Gary will re-draft the changes and forward them to Sandy and Al Hendricks for review.  Upon approval, she will contact Commissioners Knickerbocker for sign off on the agreement.
ACTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Maddox authorizing Commissioner Knickerbocker to sign the purchase and sale agreement on Sunnyview Farm in the amount of $25,000.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Knickerbocker and passed.

7. Sandy was asked to add to the August agenda, the sewer grant application for review and signing.  The application will need to be submitted to Island County in August, .

8. Knowels extension.  Andy drafted and distributed an outline for the change in the District rules Sandy will have Al Hendrick's review for resolution to District rules.
OTHER REPORTS

1. Maintenance report.  Andy reviewed his reports; a copy is attached to these minutes. 

a. Freeland Well # 1 well metered failed, but this is scheduled to be replaced as part of the Phase II project, so the well numbers are calculated based on the hours pumped in stead of the well reading for June.

b. Harbor Hills-Andy explained the cause of the treatment plant pipe break. When the filter plant was built, the contact tanks where the ozone reacts with the minerals were installed with strainers in the bottom.  The oxidized minerals plugged the strainers, which reduced the  vacuum on the injection system until the pressure relief  valve broke off the pipe.  This has been repaired.  

c. Harbor Hills - Andy reported on repairs from the list from George Bratton: the flushing ports for the wells have been fixed, the air vac's on the contact tanks have been repaired and replaced, and the injection units have been resized for the flows.  This should enable us to flush Well #2 and try running it automatically through the system. 

2. Administrative report. Sandy reviewed her reports; a copy is attached to these minutes.

a. Sandy will prepare  and report at the next meeting a comparison of water  pumped with what was billed for both Harbor Hills and Freeland.

b. Attached are two packages on companies that do rate analysis; Sandy has requested bids from each.  Sandy noted that neither would  be able to complete analysis until the end of the year, due to scheduling.

c. A sewer project schedule is attached. Sandy will prepare a copy to be posted in the conference room.  Gary Hess noted that not all the items happen in sequence, there are a lot of parallel activities.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:27 p.m. to go into executive session to discuss land acquisition.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

The meeting was called back to order at 7:07 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m..  

Respectively Submitted

Sandra J. Duncan

Approved:

Commissioner:  Nolen A. Knickerbocker
Commissioner:  Chuck Maddox

Commissioner:  Eric Hansen
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