MINUTES OF THE October 20, 2008

FREELAND WATER & SEWER DISTRICT

COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Meeting Place

5495 South Harbor Avenue

Freeland, WA

In Attendance:

Commissioner – Nolen Knickerbocker


Commissioner –


Commissioner - Eric Hansen

Sandy Duncan – Administrative Assistant

Andy Campbell – Certified Operator

Gary Hess - Davido Consulting Group

Chet Ross – Freeland Chamber of Commerce

Wayne Bates-Bradshaw Addition

CALL TO ORDER: Commissioner Knickerbocker called the meeting to order at 5:47 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Wayne Bates asked for clarification of a letter that Sandy sent to him regarding Bradshaw customers abutting Harbor Hills Drive.  He asked if those residences could connect to the Harbor Hill system even if they are already connected to the Bradshaw system and, if so, what is the estimated cost.  Upon discussion the commissioners agreed that they could connect to the Harbor Hills Water System.  However they would be required to sign an application and a no-protest agreement, and pay the hook up fee of $4,350, $25.00 per lineal foot of frontage, plus the cost of the main tap and road bore.  They would also have to disconnect from the existing line supplied by Bradshaw Water and install a new line from the new meter to the house and a back-flow prevention device in the event that they continue to use the Bradshaw water for irrigation. The back flow prevention device would also need to be tested annually and a copy of the report submitted to the District.  

Gary Hess asked if Mr. Bates knew if there were any water rights on the Bradshaw well, Mr. Bates stated that it has been there 50+ years and he is not aware of any water rights.  However it is classified as a sub-standard well by Island County and no addition connection are allowed.  

Sandy noted that the average Harbor Hills water bill is about $35.00 per month, and more in summer.  Sandy was asked to email Wayne with the estimated costs for connection, i.e. hook up, in lieu, road bore, main tap and monthly rates.  Sandy will also provide a list of companies that do back flow device testing.  It was noted that the customer would also be responsible to run the supply line form the meter to the house.  We would also need to inspect the disconnection from the old system to the dwelling and we would allow them to have a standpipe from the old system for irrigation.

REVIEW OF MINUTES:  Upon review.

ACTION:  A motions was made by Commissioner Hansen to approve the minutes of the September 8, 2008 and October 6, 2008 meetings as written.    The motion was seconded by Commissioner Knickerbocker and passed.

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Harbor Hills letter of response.   Commissioner Knickerbocker reviewed the October 10, 2008 meeting with Bob Miller and Rurak the attorney for Holmes Harbor Sewer District.  A copy of the letter of response from Al Hendricks to Rurak is attached.  Commissioner Knickerbocker reviewed the meeting and stated they were concerned about the $200,000 down payment and where it came from; this was explained in the October 16th letter to Ruark.  Regarding the increase in the number of commissioner, Commissioner Knickerbocker said he told them we will maintain 3 commissioners and when a position came available we would advertise for the position and may appoint a representative from the Harbor Hills area.  Holmes Harbor Sewer District also wants to make sure that the agreement between the District that Holmes Harbor Sewer will allow for the sewer district’s effluent to provide the golf course irrigation (they need to make sure that their effluent has a place to go.  Commissioner Knickerbocker also stated that they discussed that they did not feel it would be of the best interest of either board to have an existing board member from Harbor Hills Sewer on our Board, which could possibly a conflict of interest.

Commissioner Hansen stated that he is not eager to step down, however he was ready to offer his position before he was ready to see us go to 5 commissioners.  

The addition $3,000 fee in the District regulations to customers outside the District Boundary was discussed in regard to Harbor Hills.  Upon discussion it was agreed that this fee would go into effect on June 30, 2009 for the Harbor Hills customers if annexation has not been completed by June 20, 2009.  

It was agreed that this is a subject that should be addressed by the rate analysis. 

2. Phase II Source & Storage improvement-contract.   The pre-construction meeting is scheduled for October 28, 2008 at 1:00 p.m.

ACTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Hansen to approve and authorize Commissioner Knickerbocker to sign the contract with Larry Brown Construction in the amount of $209, 460.78 for Phase II source and storage improvements.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Knickerbocker and passed.

3. Harbor Hills Automating Treatment Plant.  Andy reported that the Programmable Logic Controller (PLC) is being built and he expects delivery within the next 4 weeks.   Andy noted that the reason behind the delay is that he is having them build it so that it is expandable in case we add some type of filter process at a later date; we will then have the capacity to handle a finishing filter or other device at a later date.  Gary Hess noted that this includes the IO and cabinet not just the PLC. 

4. Harbor Hills Well site #3-site clean up-fence repair.  Andy reported that they have accumulated a lot of debris and have it piled up in one spot.  Andy also reported that the fence has been repaired.  Gary Hess was asked to contact the Scott Bevan at the Schuster Group and request that the clean up be completed by the end of the year, otherwise we will turn the matter over to the Health Department.  

5. Cook lot clean up Antelope.  Andy inspected the Cook property on Antelope and upon investigation the majority of the materials appear to belong to the golf course i.e. signs and post from the golf course.  Andy will contact Cook and suggest that they submit a letter to the Schuster Group requesting that they clean up the debris.  

6. Rate Analysis-Freeland Water & Sewer.  Sandy has contacted both companies and request that we received revised bids by the next meeting.

7. Public Hearing October 27, 2008 for resolution 08-08 District Rules.  Sandy reviewed that the public hearing will be here at 5:45 on October 27th.  Commissioner Knickerbocker had two minor changes that Sandy will include.  

Sandy was asked to contact Island County Health to determine if they notify the local sewer purveyor if the water purveyor shuts of a customer’s water.   Commissioner Hansen asked for a table of contents for the District rules and regulations.  Sandy noted that only one person has picked up a copy of the District rules and regulations for review.

8. Sunnyview Farm Well test and extension.  Gary reported that GeoEngineers determined   the well can pump up to 100 gmp with the proper sized pump.  A copy of the report is attached.  

ACTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Hansen to sign an amendment to the purchase agreement for Sunnyview Farm to extend the closing date to December 15, 2008.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Knickerbocker and passed.

9. Water Rights.  Gary Hess passed out and reviewed the draft letter to the Department on Ecology.  The commissioner requested that we table this item to the October 27, 2008 meeting to allow time for the commissioners to review.  Gary requested that if the commissioners have any questions or comments that they contact him prior to the October 27th meeting.

10. Web page for District.  Sandy reviewed that she has submitted the developer package, water application forms, district rules and regulations etc. to Ken Kortlever for the web site.  We will also need to be able to put in the minutes, agenda and meeting notice announcements.  Sandy will get with Gary Hess regarding the map for the web site.

11. Sewers.  Chet reported that the Island County Commissioner should receive their recommendations from COG and he thought that Island County would be making their decisions next week.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Silver Fin Developer Extension Agreement.  Upon discussion it was agreed that Sandy will send them a letter to them stating that the agreement was incomplete and that we need a copy of the signed off plans and specification (which is an attachment to the agreement) before we will approve.

Andy also reported that they will be installing a pumping station off the 8-inch main and he has not seen the plans for that yet.

2. Letter of consideration Alexander.  Upon discussion.

ACTION:  A motion was made by Commissioner Hansen to approve a one time 

50% reductions on Alexander’s water bill in accordance with the District Rules and Regulation in the amount of $87.50.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Knickerbocker and passed.

3. Charlie Cook request for refund on hook up fees.  Sandy reported that she received a call from Charlie Cook’s office requesting a refund on the hook up fees for the lot on Spearview, Antelope and the 8 lots in Lauren Acres.  A total of 10 lot refunds for a total of $25,000.00.  Sandy will contact Shannon at Charlie Cook’s office and request a written request for the refund from them.
4. Sewer land acquisition:  Upon discussion, it was agreed that Gary and Sandy will get together with Al Hendricks regarding preparation of a purchase agreement in conjunction with the letter of intent.  Gary noted that he needs to complete the mapping and boundary lines with TMI also.
OTHER REPORTS

1. Maintenance report.  Andy reviewed his report. A copy is attached. 

a. Andy asked if all the paperwork on the Sikma and Knowlton property off Evergreen was completed.  Sandy reported that they have not been in for application of hook-up.  Andy reported that he installed the meters when they tested the service line.  Andy will pull the meters and not re-install until the correct paperwork has been completed and payment has been received.

b. Andy reported that he has not received or approved the final drawing on the Perri Dong’s project.  The project completion date expires December 31, 2008.

c. Myrtle extension.  It passed the pressure test today and was flushed, we will be getting bacterial tests this week, so they are substantially complete.  Andy noted that they did install all the two-inch road crossings in one day.

d. The water loss was discussed and Andy thinks it is coming from hydrants in the District.  He will re-inspect each hydrant in the District. Commissioner Hansen requested that Andy put this on a high priority in that it has been 3-months.  

e. Commissioner Knickerbocker suggests that we expedite the meter replacement at the well as part of the Phase II project. This will enable us to verify the well readings to compare against billing for water loss.

2. Administrative report. A copy is attached.

a. Sandy reminded the commissioner that the quarterly Holmes Harbor Shellfish Protection District meeting is Thursday October 23 at Trinity.

b. Sandy will remove the note on the generator summary regarding the outstanding items that were completed already.

c. Sandy reported that the State Audit Assessment for 2007 has been completed and reviewed by Chuck Edwards and also requires a commissioner signature.  However she noted that a full audit will probably be required due to the acquisition of Harbor Hills.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

Respectively Submitted

Sandra J. Duncan

Approved:

Commissioner:  Nolen A. Knickerbocker


Commissioner:  Eric Hansen
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